My trip to Kyoto was my first real international experience, as I had never before left North America. I worked hard to learn the language, and although doing so was useful to me while I was in Japan, it has probably been even more useful in providing some rudimentary understanding of Japanese culture and in engendering empathy for those who must live and work in a second language. I developed an appreciation of the size and character of the Japanese polymer research community, and I established friendships that remain strong thirty years later. I've made a dozen trips to Japan over the intervening years and hosted more than twenty Japanese coworkers in my Although I can't say that the Society of Polymer Science, Japan, has played a direct role in these interactions, organizations like SPSJ are essential to the overall health of our scientific communities. The remarkable strength of polymer research in Japan arises from many sources-an interest in education, a willingness to work hard, a commitment to providing the needed financial support-but the role of effective communication, as fostered by SPSJ and other scientific societies, should not be overlooked. Excellent journals, lively conferences, and full engagement with the international scientific community, are critically important to maintaining the vitality of science and technology in Japan and elsewhere.
With respect to the future, I would urge the leadership of SPSJ to think hard about how the Society can best contribute even further to improving scientific communication.
The availability of electronic publications offers the prospect of revolutionary changes in the ways in which we communicate with one another, but I don't believe that we are yet taking full advantage of the opportunities that should be open to us. Most of us cannot read on our desktops many of the articles written by our colleagues, because our libraries do not subscribe to the journals where such articles are published. This situation is puzzling, given the enormous amount of information of other kinds that is freely available on the internet. I wouldn't argue that the solution to this problem is easy or obvious, but the problem is soluble and our professional societies (especially those that publish scientific journals) have a central role to play in finding a solution. I'm certain that imaginative people will see other opportunities to exploit electronic media in ways that go beyond traditional scientific publication.
